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SMILE PLAY LEARN




At The Wharf Nursery School, we value the whole child and work in partnership with parents and carers to give every child the best possible start to their education. We believe that children learn best through warm, respectful relationships, high-quality interactions, and meaningful play experiences that inspire curiosity, confidence and independence.

We are committed to providing a safe, inclusive and stimulating environment where all children feel valued, respected and supported to achieve their full potential. Our highly skilled practitioners know children and families well and maintain high expectations for every learner. We recognise that each child is unique and develops at their own pace. Through careful observation, assessment and responsive teaching, we ensure that learning experiences reflect children's individual strengths, interests and needs.

This policy reflects the principles and statutory requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Statutory Framework (September 2026), supporting all children up to five years of age to develop the knowledge, skills and attitudes needed for future success.

Aims

We aim to:

· Provide a broad, balanced and ambitious curriculum that promotes children's learning and development across all areas of the EYFS.

· Foster a love of learning through play, exploration and active engagement.

· Develop children's confidence, independence, resilience and wellbeing.

· Promote positive relationships between children, families and practitioners.

· Recognise and celebrate diversity, ensuring every child feels included and valued.

· Support children to achieve their full potential regardless of background, need or starting point.

· Ensure assessment is meaningful, purposeful and used effectively to support learning.

· Prepare children successfully for the next stage of their education.

Our EYFS Curriculum

Our curriculum is built upon four key foundations:

1. A Clear Pedagogy Based on Child Development
We understand that children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates. Every child brings unique experiences, knowledge, interests and cultural capital when they join our nursery school.

Practitioners work closely with parents and carers to develop a detailed understanding of each child's starting points. This knowledge informs curriculum design, planning and provision.

We recognise the significant developmental differences between children who have recently turned two and those approaching statutory school age. This understanding influences:

· Organisation of learning environments

· Staffing arrangements

· Daily routines

· Language expectations

· Curriculum sequencing

· Learning opportunities

· Behaviour expectations

Our curriculum is carefully designed to support children's cognitive, emotional, social and physical development.

2. Our Definition of Teaching

       Teaching in the Early Years is rooted in meaningful interactions and responsive practice.

       We adopt the understanding that teaching includes all the ways adults support children's learning, including:

· Modelling language

· Explaining and demonstrating

· Questioning and recalling

· Encouraging and motivating

· Extending children's thinking

· Supporting problem-solving

· Providing challenge

· Facilitating play

· Creating an enabling environment

· Establishing routines and expectations

· Assessing and responding to children's developmental needs

High-quality observation is integral to effective teaching. Practitioners continuously assess what children know, understand and can do in order to plan meaningful next steps. Our practice is underpinned by sustained shared thinking, professional curiosity and a commitment to responsive teaching.

3. A Secure Understanding of the EYFS Curriculum

Our curriculum is based on the EYFS Statutory Framework and informed by current non-statutory guidance   such as Birth to Five Matters.

        Children's learning is planned across the seven areas of learning and development.

Prime Areas

        The Prime Areas are fundamental and support development in all other areas:

Communication and Language

Children are supported to:

· Listen attentively

· Understand and use language effectively

· Express their thoughts and ideas

· Develop a wide vocabulary

· Engage in conversations and storytelling

Physical Development

Children develop:

· Gross motor skills

· Fine motor control

· Coordination and balance

· Independence in self-care

· Healthy lifestyle habits

Personal, Social and Emotional Development

Children learn to:

· Build relationships

· Understand emotions

· Develop self-confidence

· Manage feelings and behaviour

· Become resilient and independent learners

Specific Areas

Literacy

Children are encouraged to:

· Develop a love of books, stories and rhymes

· Understand print has meaning

· Build comprehension skills

· Develop early writing skills

· Explore mark making and emergent writing

Mathematics
Children develop understanding of:

· Number

· Numerical patterns

· Counting

· Shape

· Space and measure

· Mathematical thinking through practical experiences

Understanding the World

Children are supported to:

· Explore people and communities

· Understand the natural world

· Develop knowledge of technology

· Learn about their local community and wider world

Expressive Arts and Design

Children are encouraged to:

· Explore creativity

· Develop imagination

· Engage in music, dance and movement

· Participate in role play

· Use a range of materials and media

Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning

The Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning are behaviours which underpin all areas of our curriculum.

Playing and Exploring (Engagement)

· Our staff work hard to create an enabling environment which builds upon activities and experiences that children are likely to have had, but encourages them to explore and find out new things from first hand experience. We have a culture of ‘give it go!’

Active Learning (Motivation)

· Staff encourage children to sustain involvement and to concentrate for developmentally suitable periods of time. We encourage children to persevere with activities, even when they are challenging and to enjoy a sense of success when they achieve what they set out to do!

Creating and Thinking Critically (Thinking)

· We know that young children learn best when they can make links between previous and new experiences. We want children to develop their own ideas and become critical thinkers. We encourage them to experiment with different ways of doing things and to think creatively.  
These characteristics are valued, observed and promoted throughout the nursery day.

4. Knowing Our Children Well

Each child is unique. Our curriculum is delivered through an ongoing:

Assess → Plan → Do → Review cycle.

Practitioners build strong relationships with their key children, learning about their interests, their strengths, their developmental needs, their family context and their learning preferences.
Parents and carers are essential partners in this process. We aim to work in close partnership with all carers. To do this we:
· Invite families to Parent Conversations throughout the year

· Encourage contributions to children's online learning journals

· Celebrate home achievements

· Share learning through workshops and events

· Work collaboratively to identify and support next steps

Curriculum Planning

Planning is informed by a range of factors to ensure a balanced, engaging, and progressive curriculum. Practitioners consider children's interests, developmental needs, observations of learning, and assessment information, alongside seasonal opportunities, festivals and cultural celebrations. Curriculum progression maps are also used to ensure that learning builds systematically over time and supports children's ongoing development and achievement.

Practitioners use observations and assessment information to identify meaningful learning opportunities and next steps.

We monitor, track, and support the progress of all groups of learners to ensure that every child can achieve their full potential. This includes children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND), those eligible for Early Years Pupil Premium (EYPP), children learning English as an Additional Language (EAL), children with medical needs, and those known to external agencies. We also pay particular attention to the needs and progress of summer-born children and children with emerging additional needs, ensuring that appropriate support and interventions are in place where required.

Planning includes:

· Long-Term Planning

Curriculum progression across all seven areas of learning.

· Medium-Term Planning

Half-termly curriculum intentions informed by cohort needs and assessment analysis.

· Short-Term Planning

Responsive planning developed from children's interests, observations and learning opportunities arising in the moment. Forest School principles are embedded throughout the curriculum wherever possible, supporting outdoor learning, risk-taking, resilience and connection with the natural environment.

Teaching and Learning (Implementation)

We provide a rich, engaging, and carefully planned learning environment both indoors and outdoors, where children spend much of their time accessing high-quality continuous provision. This enables them to explore independently, follow their interests, make choices, develop sustained involvement, and consolidate their learning through repetition. Practitioners use their professional judgement to identify and respond to teachable moments, extending children's learning and development as opportunities arise.

Teaching Approaches:

Children's learning is supported through a balance of child-initiated learning, adult-guided experiences, and in-the-moment planning. Practitioners promote learning through sustained shared thinking, modelling and demonstration, questioning and discussion, language-rich interactions, small-group teaching, and individualised support. Through these approaches, practitioners skilfully scaffold children's learning while ensuring that they maintain ownership of their experiences and remain actively engaged in their learning journey.

Key Experiences Throughout the Day:
 Family time; This is when children come together with their Key Person to:
· Share news

· Celebrate achievements

· Explore key learning intentions

· Develop relationships and belonging

Story and Singing Times; these sessions promote:

· Communication and language

· Listening and attention

· Vocabulary development

· Early literacy skills

· A lifelong love of books

Snack, Lunch and Care Routines; these are recognised as valuable learning opportunities which promote:
· Independence

· Social interaction

· Turn-taking

· Language development

· Healthy lifestyles

Little Footsteps Group Time; Practitioners provide differentiated small group teaching based on children's stage of development and agreed next steps.

Supporting Children with SEND

We are committed to inclusive practice and ensuring that all children have access to high-quality learning opportunities. Children with identified Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) receive appropriate support through a graduated approach in line with the SEND Code of Practice. Support may include Individual Support Plans (ISPs), reasonable adjustments, targeted interventions, specialist assessments, partnership working with external agencies, and enhanced communication with families. Children's progress and targets are regularly monitored and reviewed through the Assess-Plan-Do-Review cycle to ensure that support remains effective and responsive to their individual needs.

Assessment

Assessment is integral to effective teaching and learning and plays a key role in supporting children's development and progress. We use assessment to understand each child's development, identify their strengths and next steps, inform planning and provision, support the early identification of additional needs, monitor progress and attainment, and evaluate the effectiveness of our curriculum. Assessment is based primarily on professional observations, meaningful interactions with children, practitioners' knowledge of child development, information shared by parents and carers, and children's own voices, interests, and experiences.

Baseline Assessment

Practitioners establish children's starting points following a period of settling and observation, working closely with families.

Parent Conversations

We have regular meetings with parents and carers provide opportunities to share progress, discuss development, celebrate achievements, agree next steps and address concerns collaboratively

EYFS Progress Check at Age Two

In line with statutory requirements, practitioners complete a Progress Check between the ages of two and three. The review focuses on: Communication and Language, Physical Development, Personal, Social and Emotional Development. Outcomes are shared and discussed with parents and carers.

Additional Assessment Tools

When appropriate, practitioners may use specialist assessment tools to support understanding of children's development. These may include:

· WellComm Speech and Language Toolkit

· Early Language Monitoring Tool (ECAT)

· Talking Teaching Profile

· Behaviour observation tools

· External professional assessments

Such assessments supplement ongoing professional observations rather than replace them.

Monitoring and Evaluating Impact

Leaders and practitioners continuously evaluate the effectiveness of teaching, learning, and the curriculum to ensure high-quality outcomes for all children. This is achieved through a range of monitoring activities, including learning walks, curriculum scrutiny, progress meetings, peer observations, moderation activities, environmental audits, and assessment analysis. We also value feedback from parents, governors, external professionals, and receiving schools to inform ongoing evaluation, continuous improvement, and curriculum development.

The impact of our curriculum is reflected in children who are happy, confident, and engaged learners. They develop strong communication skills, demonstrate curiosity and independence, and show resilience and perseverance when facing challenges. As a result, children make good progress from their starting points and are well prepared for the next stage of their education.

Transition:
Effective transition arrangements are an important part of our practice, and we work closely with families and receiving settings to ensure children experience a smooth and positive move to their next stage of education. Transition is supported through strong partnerships with families, visits and transition activities, the sharing of assessment information, and professional dialogue with receiving schools. We also provide child-centred transition arrangements for vulnerable learners to ensure their individual needs are met. A written transition report is completed for every child and shared with parents and receiving schools to support continuity of learning and development.

Equal Opportunities and Inclusion:
We promote equality, diversity, and inclusion throughout our curriculum and daily practice, ensuring that every child feels safe, valued, and respected. We are committed to providing all children with access to a broad and ambitious curriculum, opportunities to experience success, and the support they need to achieve their full potential. We celebrate and respect individual differences and foster a culture of dignity, belonging, and mutual respect. Discrimination of any kind is not tolerated, and we are committed to creating an inclusive environment where everyone can thrive.
This policy should be read alongside:

· SEND Policy

· Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy

· Behaviour Policy

· Supporting Children with Medical Conditions Policy

· Equality Policy

· Admissions Policy
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